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Rukuhia Blogfolio’s

Dear Parents / Caregivers,

As some of you may be aware Room 4 has been working on getting a trial online E-portfolio up and running.  This is the same concept as the puka pukas we have had in the past and in line with what the junior school is sharing in clear files.  The major difference being that it is presented online.

When you have been granted access please take some time to have a look at the work the students have presented online.   

Areas Of Importance:
Blogspot – We are using a blogging site that is linked into Google.  After having looked into many different blog provides the Google / Blogspot provider fits in best with what and how we want to present work and information. 

Access To Your Childs Information – As part of the security of Blogspot there is a setting which only allows people who the students choose to view their sight.  This process involves the students entering an email address into the sight and an invitation will be sent to that address granting access.  If the invite is made to a G-mail account you will have permanent access, if the invite is sent to any other email provider you will only be granted a 30 day viewing period. (In the future and at the request of both parent and student this option can be changed so the sight is open to view by anyone).

G-mail – To have permanent access to view your child’s account you need a g-mail e-mail.  This takes only minutes to set up and doesn’t have to be used as your actual e-mail.  Essentially all you are after is a username and password that will grant you access.  Once established there is nothing stopping you from sharing this with relatives and friends so they can view the sight.

Security - 
· You will notice that all the students pages are created by ‘Room 4 Blogfolios’ which is actually Mr Taylor’s administer account.  

· At this stage ALL editing, publishing and access to the accounts are through Mr Taylor.  Students cannot get access to change things on their accounts without Mr Taylor putting in his password.  *ALL pages should at this point be set to private, if you find that is in not please let your child know so we can rectify it.

· At this stage there is no ability for viewers to leave comments, however when we implement this feature all comments left are e-mailed to Mr Taylor.  Anything deemed as un-productive will be removed.

· Web safety has been thoroughly outline with the students and important rules are being followed.  Nowhere on the sight should you be able to view last names, address or specific personal details ie – birthdates. 

Internet Access – We are very aware that no all families have access to the internet all the time.  For the purposes of viewing your child’s blogfolio, Room 4 will have open doors before school and after school with access to the computers and internet.  Please feel free to utilise this if you need to. 

Finding Your Child’s Blogfolio page -  There are a  number of ways in which to find the right page.  The easiest of which is to click on the links in the invitation email.  There will also be links to each students page on the school website (using this link will still require you to use a name and password).  Or you can type in the URL address in the address bar eg http:jonnysblogfolio.blogspot.com 
The Possible Future of Our Blogfolios –

· More pages in the blogfolio sharing other aspects of education.

· Senior students having their own access passwords to publish, change, edit and invite to their own pages.  This would entail all students having a rukuhia.school.nz e-mail account (of which passwords would all be submitted to Mr Taylor)
· Having the ‘comment’ feature open on the blog so people can place positive feedback for the students.

· If the blogfolio is successful then it will sift down the school with the seniors taking a leadership and monitoring role over the junior school blogfolios.

· Utilising other features of the site for example video up loads. 

Your childs Blogfolio address is

http://___________________blogfolio.blogspot.com

Again please do not hesitate to contact me if you wish to discuss any of these areas further

Zac Taylor
Getting Started
Please fill out the form below, cut it off and send it back to school.  As the e-mail addresses come in we will add them to the viewer’s invite on the appropriate pages.

If you are having difficulty navigating or accessing the pages feel free to contact Mr Taylor at school.  In a few weeks there will be a feedback form coming home for you to comment and share your ideas and feelings towards this new venture.
Student: ____________________________________

Please invite the following people to view my Blogfolio.

	Name
	E-mail Address
	Relationship (optional)

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


If in the future you change, create a g-mail or simply want to add a new e-mail address their will be more of these slips in the class and office.
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